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I-Define: The One and Infinite
Cai Jiarui, Huang Juan, Rao Weiyi, Shi Jiayun, Wang Xiyao, Wu Yanzhen, Xie

Tianzhuo, Zou Sijin

Academic Director: Tian Meng

Assistant Curators: Qian Yuyang, Lei Xiaoyang

Duration: November 28, 2020 - January 17, 2021

Opening: November 28, 2020 (Saturday) 3p.m.

A Thousand Plateaus Art Space, South Square Tiexiang Temple Riverfront, Chengdu

This is a curatorial experiment

Artists are also curators

This is an exhibition, also the eight exhibitions curated by eight artists in a circular way

With the advent of the information age, the contemporary society, production, consumption,
morality and life are different from the previous times. The most remarkable characteristics is:
Individuality valued by people increasingly. In the age of globalization and Internet, our
perception of the world is no longer a single dimension, but a three and multi-dimensional one.

Individuality stands out from the collective conformity, and society itself is more and more
resilient compared to the past. Individuality was at the earliest practiced and realized in art.
However, individuality in contemporary art is different from the lofty and idealistic individual
practice advocated by modernism. The artists who grew up with the Internet were influenced by
different cultural forms from the very beginning, and their learning and communication were no
longer conducted in a single and closed environment. To be exact, this kind of learning and
communication is globalized and cross-cultural. Therefore, we will also notice that they no longer
see their art in a historical and culturally unitary way, and no longer follow a certain paradigm of
the past to create, but instead adopt practices with strong personal or cross-cultural

characteristics.

"I-Define" emphasizes the value and significance of each individual artist, rather than subsuming
different individuals under one theme. How do you meet the artists of new generation? We hope
that through the exhibition, the artist will tell and define himself. The freedom of expression and
choice makes individual differences manifest. The intergenerational approach to understanding a

generation no longer seems to be so effective.

“|-Define" is an individual artist's view of their understanding of art and the world around them.
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Certainly, individual differences must show up in relationships with other individuals. Hence, we
tried a new way of curating --the curating by artists, where one artist curates for another one.
A total of eight artists participate in this exhibition, namely eight small solo exhibitions. The
participating artist is also the curator, and the curatorial method is as follows: Artist A curates
artist B, artist B curates artist C, and so on, and the last artist curates artist A.

Through such a circulated curating exhibition, we hope to establish and explore a more effective
and flexible curatorial mechanism that accords with the artists of new generation, so that artists
can not only express themselves, but also have an effective dialogue with their contemporaries.”

Cai Jiarui was born in 1995, now lives and works in Chongging and Chengdu. She has obtained
the Bachelor Degree of watercolor at the Sichuan Fine Arts Institute in 2017 and the Master
Degree of Oil painting in 2020.

Her creation mostly relies on the logic of sensation. The preservation and alienation of the image
is the way to bridge the body experience and spiritual world. The alienated images and a
non-linear narrative mode of her composition has formulated a response to the present life.

Huang Juan was born in Chongging in 1991. Graduated from the Sichuan Fine Arts Institute with
an Oil Painting of bachelor's degree in 2013, then advancing to the counterpart master's degree
in 2016. She currently works and lives in Chongqing.

In the past two years, her artwork has been changed from abstractionism to representationalism.

Responding to infringements, sexual or moral issues in life with a painting method similar to
"writing a diary", the naked and violent images in the painting are presented with a more
nerve-wrenching vision. The process by which the artist responds to her own emotions is also a
process of sorting out the structural problems, trying to find other perspectives to get herself out
of it.

Rao Weiyi was born in Hunan in 1993. He graduated from the Oil Painting Department of
Sichuan Fine Arts Institute with the Bachelor and Master Degree in 2016 and 2020 respectively.
He currently lives and works in Chongqing.

In order to solve the problems of uncomfortableness and meaninglessness in expression caused
by multicultural and multiple narratives, Rao Weiyi has been trying to reconstruct a methodology
of “harmonious coexistence” between the classic paintings and consumerist images, which
constantly deconstruct self-meanings in the post-net era that has been visually overran.

Shi Jiayun was born in Chongging, 1992. Received bachelor's degree of oil painting from Sichuan
Fine Arts Institute,2014 after, she finished master's degree from School of Visual Arts New York in
2019. She currently lives and works in New York and Xiamen.

Working with the halo movements, and its dependency with objects in reality, her work labels the

) || & iR T X BB AT Sk STk A 35
South Square, Tiexiang Temple Riverfront, Shengbang St., High-tech District, Chengdu, Sichuan PR.China, 610041
TP: +86-(0)28 8512 6358 | E: info@1000plateaus.org



piatellus T 1= R

divergence and ambiguity of visual representation. Her works are based on a certain uncertainty,
in which the subject could be an image, object, or pure imagination. Artist portrays feelings far
beyond actual experience in a restrained and introspective way. The most attractive is the urgent
impulse that rooted in her works : a declaration of liberation, a process of continuous
commanding, controlling, and criticizing.

Wang Xiyao was born in Chongqing in 1992. She currently lives and works in Berlin. She
graduated from Sichuan Fine Arts Institute with a Bachelor's Degree in 2014 and obtained the
Master's Degree from Hochschule fir bildende Kiinste Hamburg in 2020.

Wang concerns various life experiences and transfers them from the internal space to the external
world through limited space and forms of the canvas. Balance and imbalance is what the artist
trying to push forward. In the process of painting, the artist explores the relationship between
canvas and body displacement in the absence of physical boundary, balancing tension and
tenacity from inward and outward space when it caused by objects shifting and body movements.
End up with push and pull, crash and complementation, she balances the energy and its cracks of
brushwork in between.

Wu Yanzhen was born in 1995 and currently lives and works in Beijing and Chongqing. He
graduated from the Oil Painting Department of Sichuan Fine Arts Institute with Bachelor’ s
Degree In 2017. Three years later then he attained the printing Master's Degree at the Central
Academy of Fine Arts and now he is going further for the PhD.

Taking advantage of mural archaeology, his work revokes vague fables from ancient times by
deconstructing and reestablishing frames and layers.

Xie Tianzhuo was born in 1992 in Dazhou, Sichuan. He graduated from Sichuan Fine Arts
Institute in 2015. He currently lives and works in Chongqing and Xiamen. His painting-based
creation focuses on the obtained images, life experiences, and accidental text, it is developed
through individual imagination.

Zou Sijin was born in Chongging in 1986. She obtained her Master Degree in Sichuan Fine Arts
Institute in 2016.

Zou shows her full understanding of the state and emotions of the characters in the painting, but
at the same time reflecting a sense of withdrawal. Her work represents herself and by extension,
it duplicates the life condition among the new generation artists. Oppositely without a symbolic
matter of Chinese cultural identity, there are often appears westernized characters and plots in
painting, reflecting its origination that came from artist genuine condition in the present time of
China.
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