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Qi Lan and Tu Hongtao: Uninhibited Scenery I

Duration: 26/04/2019 -16/06/2019
Opening: 26/04/2019, 15:00-18:00, Friday
Organizer: A Thousand Plateaus Art Space
Artists: Qi Lan, Tu Hongtao

Academic Support: Wu Wei

Media: Painting

The exhibition of “Qi Lan & Tu Hongtao: Uninhibited Scenery II"  will open on April 26, 2019 in
A Thousand Plateau Art Space. This is the Double-solo exhibition in which the two artists
collaborate again on the theme of “Uninhibited Scenery” after eight years. Eight-year time has
became a measurement of their mutual “uninhabitedness”, and the cooperation on this theme
will be continue

Their "uninhibitedness" is not only the self-willedness of cultural character, but also an
introspective and superior attitude; it is also the waywardness of artistic language and aesthetic
taste, the experiments and excessive demands of written language in painting, as well as the
reflection on traditional vocabulary and the disintegration and reconstruction of its confrontation.
These make the two artists' paintings increasingly show distinct artistic characteristics and
complex humanistic connotations.

Both Qi Lan and Tu Hongtao have a unique approaching to the understanding as well as the
tempering of language in painting. In their works, there are not only the live feelings and
sensitive expressions of the current state of life, but also the reflection of history as well as their
search for a language that contains defense and openness. Their paintings not only have some
kind of ancient literati poetry, but also a prudent analysis of modern rationality; they contain both
the deconstruction and the subversion of the existing painting order with its customary language,
as well as the pursuit of lofty spiritual order. It is longing to the sensitive willfulness or
uninhibitedness of the past and is more eager to refine the cultural meaning behind it. Splitting
and integration, destruction and construction, self-willedness and restraint, this multi-faceted
confrontational cultural quality is opposite and united at the same time, which may be the
common vision of the two in the exploration of contemporary painting.

The structure of this exhibition is based on the academic literature, and it highlights their process
of exploration. Therefore, there are very few large-scale works on display, but demonstrated with
many manuscripts, notes, and incomplete draft materials that collected from their process. It
absolutely provides an opportunity to learn more about their creative steps and ideas. Wish there
will be more specific dialogues and exchanges emerging from viewers and artists through this
exhibition.
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Qi Lan was born in Anyue, Sichuan in 1973. He graduated from Department of Chinese Traditional Painting in
Academy of Fine Arts, Southwest Normal University in 1996 and then graduated from Department of Chinese
Traditional Painting, Nanjing University of the Arts in 2001. He studied with Professor Wang Menggqi as a Ph.D.
candidate in Fine Arts in 2007. Between 2001 and 2018, He worked for Shanghai  Fine Arts Publisher as the
deputy editor of contemporary art magazine Art China. Qi Lan’ s artistic creation is an action of painting
under oppression, and a practice of both intricate thinking and visual experimentation. The traditions that he
chooses to accept or reject is the source and material of his creation. He dialogues with the classics in a way
of making queries and innovations instead of following them faithfully. He pursues the integrated artistic
expression of painting, which demands not only great patience, but also the subtle artistic intuition at his
disposal. His painting process is like setting up dominoes and pushing it over again and again, producing
countless variables and moving on with interrupts and meanders. Qi Lan is both an artist and a critic. He
criticizes and challenges not only the outside world but also the numerous anchor points in his knowledge,
experiences and thoughts. His art is exactly the externalized visual representation of those anchor points.

Tu Hongtao, born in Chengdu in 1976, now works and lives in Beijing and Chengdu. Tu Hongtao is very
sensitive to social forms. His works are proficient at showing individuals' posture and spiritual temperature.
Visual representation of pictures tends to present a prospect with multiple staggers, mixed misunderstanding
and various contradictions, such as the weird and strange stage, city with permeating dust, mystic and quiet
snow forest, depressed crowd, and randomly growing vegetation filled with desires. What he experiences and
understands is exactly the entanglement that people encounter in society: the world is a huge and false
illusion park with a mixed humanistic land where imagine, fabricating, craziness and chaos encroach and
expedite each other.
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